chapter one

1:1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  {pref. B + f.s.c.n hn"v'--f.s.a vl;{v'—pref. L + f.s.c.n tWkl.m royalty, power, reign or kingdom—prop.n. ~yqiy"Ahy Jehovah raises up, the second son of Josiah, 18th king of Judah—m.s.n.c. %l,m—prop.n. hd'Why>,--prop.n. rC;ar,d>k;Wbn—m.s.n.c. %l,eeeem,--prop.n. lb,B Babylon, lit. meaning, confusion—Qal pf.3ms awB—prop.n. ~l;iv'Wry—w.c. + Qal impf.3ms rwc to confine, shut in, beseige—prep. + 3fs l[ her, the city}

1:2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god.  {prop.n. yn"doa--wc + Qal impf.3ms !t;n—s.d.o. ta--prop.n. ~yqiy"Ahy>--m.s.n %l,m—prop.n. hd'Why.—pref. B + f.s.n.const.+ 3ms suff. dy"—w and, along with + f.s.n.const. tc'q. lit. the end of, some from the end--m.p.n.const. yliK a vessel, a utensil--m.s.n.const. tyIB--d.a. + m.p.n. ~yhil{a/--w.c. + hiphil impf. 3ms awB lit. he caused them to come in, he brought them—c.s.n. #r,a,--prop.n. r['n>vi—m.s.n.const tyIB—m.p.n + 3ms suff. ~yhil{a/--w waw--hiphil pf. 3ms awB—s.d.o. tae + m.s.n.const. yliK.—m.s.n.const. tyIB;--m.s.n.const. rc'Aa a storehouse, a treasure storage, a treasury—m.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. ~yhil{a/} 

Exposition vs. 1-2

1. The background for the events leading up to the beginning of Daniel may be found in the books of Kings and Chronicles.

2. The theocracy was divided following the reign of Solomon (970-930 BC) and remained divided until the Northern Kingdom went into captivity in 721 BC under the Assyrians.  IIKings 17:6

3. Judah, the southern kingdom, continued to exist, being ruled for 29 years by Hezekiah, who had been on the throne for six years when the Assyrians captured Israel, who also foolishly exposed the wealth of his treasury to the Babylonian, Merodach-baladan, in about 713-712 BC.

4. Hezekiah was succeed by Manasseh (698-643 BC), who was succeeded by Amon (643-641 BC), who was succeeded by Josiah (641-610 BC), who was succeeded by the short reign of Jehoahaz in 609 BC, who was succeeded by Jehoiakim in 609-608 BC.  IIKings 21:1,19, 22:1, 23:31,36

5. This short reign of Jehoahaz and the differing systems of dating a king’s reign are the reason that Daniel says the invasion came in the third year and Jeremiah states that it was in the fourth year.  Dan. 1:1; Jere. 46:2

6. At this time in the history of Israel, the Jews were caught in the middle of the Assyrian Empire on the east, which later gave way to the Babylonian Empire, and the Egyptian Empire on the west.

7. It was during the brief reign of Jehoahaz that Pharaoh Necho subjugated Jehoahaz, exacted tribute from Judah, and deposed him.  IIKings 23:31-37; IIChron. 36:1-5

8. He replaced him with his brother Eliakim and changed his name to Jehoiakim; this man reigned for 11 years in Jerusalem—608-605 BC as a vassal of Necho, 605-602 BC as a vassal to Nebuchadnezzar, and from 602-597 BC in rebellion.  IIKings 23:36-24:1

9. In the years leading up to this, the rule of the Assyrian Empire was broken by Nabopolassar, who drove the Assyrians from Babylon and seized power in 626 BC.

10. The Assyrians were badly overextended and, weakened by internal conflicts, could only fight for survival; thus, it was only a matter of time before Babylon replaced them as the new Empire of the Middle East.

11. The Egyptian Pharaoh Psammetichus, fearing the unknown and rapidly rising Babylon more than his now weakened arch enemy Assyria, decided to lend support to the Assyrians. 

12. By 618 BC the Babylonians were pressing into Assyrian territory from the south, and the Egyptians sent troops to help defend Assyria.

13. However, part of Babylonian strength consisted of their alliance with the Medes, and the Egyptian-Assyrian alliance was no match for the Babylonians and Medes.

14. In 614 the ancient Assyrian capital of Asshur fell, and in 612 the capital city of Ninevah was destroyed by the Babylonians who also killed Sin-Arra-Iskun. 

15. Remnants of the Assyrian army fled to the west and attempted to reestablish the nation at Haran. 

16. But in 610 the Babylonian alliance captured Haran and drove the survivors further west across the Euphrates.

17. By this time the Egyptians, who were led by Pharaoh Necho who had come to power in 610, were worried about the growing menace of a new and expanding Empire to the north, and decided to send more troops to rescue the embattled Assyrians.

18. However, to reach the Assyrians, Necho had to march through Israel along the major north-south corridor known as the Via Maris ("way of the sea") that passed the Israelite fortress of Megiddo and then through the Valley of Jezreel. 

19. When word reached Josiah that Necho was marching north to relieve the Assyrians, Josiah decided to intervene and try to stop Necho at the fortress of Megiddo.  IIChron. 35:20-24

20. We do not know what motivated his attempt to interfere, perhaps he harbored some lingering animosity toward Assyria for its harsh treatment of the Israelites but in any case it would prove fatal.

21. Josiah marched north and intercepted the Egyptians near Megiddo, but was killed in the ensuing battle and the Israelites were defeated. 

22. Necho continued northward and joined the struggling Assyrians for one last-ditch effort to reestablish Assyrian control of Haran.

23. But the effort failed and the last remnants of the Assyrian army were wiped out when Necho was soundly defeated at the battle of Carchemish in 606 BC by the Babylonians.
24. Following the battle of Carchemish, Nebuchadnezzar pursued Necho back toward Egypt on a path that led right past Jerusalem.

25. Nebuchadnezzar saw the beautiful city on the hill with its gleaming white temple and broke off his pursuit of the Egyptians.

26. It is probable that Nebuchadnezzar knew of the great wealth of Jerusalem, which King Hezekiah had foolishly shown to an earlier Chaldean king, Merodach-baladan.  IIKings 20:12-19; Isa. 39.

27. Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem and the Lord gave Jehoiakim into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand in 605 BC, during the third year of his reign by Babylonian reckoning.

28. The Chronicles and Kings accounts make it clear that Jehoiakim was not taken to Babylon at this time, since he reigned for a total of eleven years in Judah.

29. While at Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar received word that his father Nabopolassar had died, forcing him to leave off his conquest and return to Babylon to secure the throne.

30. He took a portion of the wealth of the temple back to Babylon with him, and II Chron. 36:11-18 reveals that the temple was not completely sacked until the third invasion of Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC.

31. The land of Shinar (modern Sumer) is recognized as the cradle of civilization, located between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, and home to such cities as Babel, Erech, Accad and Ur.

32. This region was the first place the nomads settled following the flood (in disobedience to the command of God in Gen. 9:7), and has been associated with idolatry, demon worship and rebellion from early history.  Gen. 11:1-4

33. The place will continue to have occult associations until God levels the judgment of Revelation 17 against the mystery of evil.  Zech. 5:5-11; Rev. 17:1-5,15-16

34. The temple vessels were taken to Babylon in the land of Shinar and placed in the temple treasury of Nebuchadnezzar's god Marduk.

a. Marduk was the chief god of the Babylonian pantheon, and was known in Hebrew as Merodach (a compound meaning the outcast rebel)

b. The principal temple of Marduk was in Babylon.

c. It was called E-SAG-ILA, which means the house that lifts up its head.

d. Marduk was considered to be the god of wind and storm as well as the ruler of other gods, also being known as Bel—a name that gradually superseded Marduk in ordinary use.

35. Taking the vessels to the house of Marduk was a religious gesture that attributed the victory of the Babylonians over Israel to the superiority of the Babylonian gods to the God of Israel.

36. Scripture makes it clear that God delivered Judah to their enemies because the Jews had rebelled against God, having forsaken God’s law, engaging in idolatry, and refusing to observe the Sabbatical years.

37. Because of their sins the Jews, who had given themselves over to idolatry of the worst sort, were taken to Babylon which was one of the greatest centers of idolatry and one of the most evil cities of that day.

38. After seventy years in that repugnant environment, idolatry never again became a major temptation to Israel; however, this change came only after the destruction of the nation, the capital city, and the magnificent temple of Solomon, coupled with maximum suffering for the people.

39. Whenever the Word of God is violated, and/or ignored, Divine judgment is inevitable.

40. While the majority of the Jewish nation would perish before their judgment was complete, certain believers with Bible doctrine in their souls would be prospered by God in the midst of a time of great suffering.

41. History indicates that between fifty and seventy young men were initially     taken captive from Judah to Babylon.

42. Of this number, only Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah are held out      by the Word of God as examples of obedience to God.

43. Through these young men, especially Daniel, God shows us the principle of      blessing in the time of crisis.

1:3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles,  {d.a. + m.s.n %l,m,--w.c. + Qal impf. 3ms rma—pref l + prop. name zn:P.v.a;  I will make prominent the sprinkled, the master of the eunuchs of Nebuchadnezzar—m.s.n.const. br; lit.great, much or many, the chief—m.p.n. + 3ms syrIs' a high ranking official, a military officer—pref. L + Hiphil infin.const. awB—prep. !mi—m.p.n.const. !Be—prop.n. laer'f.yI—waw “including”—pref  !mi + m.s.n.const. [r;z< lit. seed, descendants—d.a. + f.s.n. hk'Wlm. 23X, royalty, kingly line—waw + prep !mii—d.a. + m.p.n ~ymiT.r>P; 3X, only in Esther and Daniel, Persian loan-word, nobles, noblemen}

1:4 youths in whom was no defect, who were good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding, and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the king's court; and he ordered him to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans.  {m.p.n dl,y< young men, youths—rel. pron. rv,a]—adv. !yIa; there does not exist—pref b + 3m.p. lit. there did not exist in them—m.s.n.const. lKo + m.s.n. ~Wm 18X, blemish, defect, specifically physical defects—w + m.p.n.const. bAj—m.s.n ha,r>m; sight, appearance, that which is seen—w + Hiphil ptc.m.s. lkf to be prudent or circumspect, in Hiphil to have insight or comprehension—pref. B + m.s.n.const. lKo all, each or every—f.s.n hm'k.x' wisdom—w + Qal ptc.m.p.const. [d;y lit. knowers, having knowledge—f.s.n t[;D; knowledge, perception—w + Hiphil ptc.m.p.const. !yBi to discern or perceive—m.s.n [D'm; 6X, knowledge—

w  + rel. pron. rv,a]—m.s.n x;Ko power, strength, ability—pref. L + Qal inf.const. dm[ to stand, to serve—pref. B + m.s.n.const. lk'yhe temple, palace, royal palace—d.a. + m.s.n %l,m,--w + pref. L + Piel inf.const. + 3ms. suff. dml in Qal, to learn, in Piel, to teach someone—m.s.n rp,se book, writing, here a collective singular, all the literature—w + c.s.n !Avl' tongue, language—prop.n. ~yDIf.K; the Chaldeans, the genetic root of the Babylonians}

1:5 And the king appointed for them a daily ration from the king's choice food and from the wine which he drank, and appointed that they should be educated three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king's personal service.   {d.a. + m.s.n %l,m,--w.c. + Piel impf.3ms  hn"m' in Qal, to count or number, in Piel, to appoint or ordain—pref. l + 3ms suffix—m.s.n.const. rb'D'—m.s.n ~Ay this phrase is used 11X, daily quota, daily ration or amount—pref. b + m.s.n ~Ay + 3ms. suffix, not translated, but from his daily rations—pref. m + m.s.n gb;t.P; 6X, choice food, food fit for a king—d.a. + m.s.n %l,m,--w + pref. m + m.s.n.const. !yIy:--m.p.n.const. + 3ms suffix hT,v.mi feast, banquet, an occasion for engaging in drinking wine—w + pref. l + Piel inf.const. ldG in Qal, to grow, to become great or mighty, in Piel to raise up, to bring up children, to educate—f.s.a. vl{v'—f.p.n. hn"v'—w + pref. m + f.s.n.const. + 3mp suff. tc'q. with prefix means at the end of a certain time—Qal pf. 3mp dm[ they will stand—pref. l + c.p.n.const. hn<P'—d.a. + m.s.n %l,m,}
Exposition vs. 3-5

1. When Nebuchadnezzar left Jerusalem after his first invasion he was in a hurry to get back to Babylon following the death of his father in order to seize the throne and not allow any pretenders opportunity to usurp his rule.

2. Since he did not have sufficient time to finish setting up his administration in Jerusalem, he left Jehoiakim on the throne as a puppet king.

3. To help assure the loyalty of Jehoiakim and other government officials in Jerusalem, he ordered Ashpenaz to bring (literally, cause to come) some of them to Babylon, fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah 39:6-7.

4. It was the custom of the ancient world to take captives from races that were intelligent, handsome, and vigorous; the Jews were and are all of these things.

5. Nebuchadnezzar adopted a rather enlightened policy, as did Alexander the Great at a later time, of enlisting the services of the most promising young men in the empire, whatever their nationality.

6. Rather than rely on Chaldeans alone, Nebuchadnezzar resolved to pool the best and brightest he could find for use in his government.

7. Any government would have desired youths that could be indoctrinated into the national life, knowing that older adults do not learn as readily and would generally not be as compliant.

8. That is one reason the New World Order has mandated that the schools of our country be targeted, recognizing that youths are more impressionable, and do not have the same frame of reference as adults regarding historical facts.

9. Such approaches as Outcome Based Education have caused many knowledgeable people to note that we are converting from the 3 R’s to the 3 D’s: Deliberately Dumbed Down.

10. One nationally recognized leader in opposition to this comments that “Bureaucrats really do believe that schools are the ones that should raise our children.  Our children are not and never will be the property of the state.  We will no longer sit quietly by while the state forces its mandates on our schools and our children.”
11. Having removed all references to God and discipline from the educational system has resulted in a new generation that believes that HRS is the final authority and not the parents, whom God established.

12. Our children are being indoctrinated in vain philosophies, such as evolution, socialism, etc., and are being groomed to be the types of citizens that will accept government intrusions, government control, and the erosion of their individual rights as acceptable.

13. We have demonized legitimate businesses as criminals, being led by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, and promoted this nonsense in our school systems.

14. The objective was to separate these young boys from their Hebrew environment and culture and train them to be successful Chaldeans, indoctrinated in the pagan way of thinking.

15. Ashpenaz was the chief administrator in the government of Nebuchadnezzar and he was given the responsibility for the selection of the candidates and training them.

16. There is some question s to whether on not his title chief of his officials indicated that he was a eunuch.

a. The term saris was understood on certain occasions to refer to a man that had been castrated.

b. It is so used in Isa. 56:3.

c. Etymologically, the term is derived from the Akkadian sa resi sarri, and means “he who is of the king’s head”, and had no connotation of sexual impotence.

d. In Gen. 39:1, Potiphar is described as a seris of pharaoh, and has a wife.

e. Therefore, the term does not mean a eunuch, but a high ranking government official in many contexts.

17. It was the custom of the ancient world to take captives from conquered races that were intelligent, handsome and vigorous and train them to function as valuable slaves.

18. In fact, the Jews were highly regarded by all the ancient kingdoms as intelligent administrators.
19. Their presence in the king's court would also be a pleasant reminder of his successful conquest.
20. Nebuchadnezzar gave Ashpenaz the qualifications he was to look for when he was making his decisions.
21. They were to be teenagers as seen in the term youths; these boys would have ranged from twelve to seventeen years of age; Xenophon and Plato both indicate that the Chaldeans and the Persians took and trained royal hostages from these ages.

22. They were socially superior, chosen only from the royal family and of the nobles.
23. The were to have no outward defects that marred their handsome form, such as warts, zits, physical deformities, etc, since Eastern cultures connected overt beauty with mental power.

24. They were to possess a good basic education, understanding the basic principles of logical thinking, and being able to understand and comprehend things when they considered them.

25. Showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom would involve the specific wisdom of the Chaldeans, which was legendary.

26. Endowed with understanding refers to the basic skills, such as reading, writing, mathematics and science, and the ability to grasp these things.

27. Discerning knowledge, the next requirement, focuses on the ability to be insightful, discerning, and perceiving what is important.

28. They were required to be intelligent, capable of learning, and able to ponder difficult things and arrive at the right conclusion, by diligent consideration.

29. The last requirement was that they possess the necessary poise and strength that would fit them for a career in the royal palace.

30. They must be the type of people that could comprehend the intricacies of government work, making decisions when necessary that were sound and in the best interest of Nebuchadnezzar.

31. They would have to be gifted in leadership and would ultimately be groomed to become the influential men of their day.

32. These boys were to be enrolled in the Royal Academy for a period of three years and during that time were to be instructed in the Chaldean wisdom literature, as well as the Chaldean language.

33. The language of the Chaldeans has been difficult to ascertain, but some have suggested that it was some mixture of Arabian and Aramaic.

34. The official literary language of the Chaldeans had been Akkadian from the days of Hammurabi and before, so these boys may have actually been learning several new languages at one time.

35. There must have been extensive study in the non-semitic language of ancient Sumer (Shinar), from which the Akkadian language borrowed its entire writing system.

36. The Babylonians were legendary for their natural philosophy and were quite skilled in the religious, magical, astrological, and scientific realms.

37. This is a definite effort to re-educate them in the pagan philosophy and the culture of the Chaldeans by causing them to dress like Chaldeans, eat like Chaldeans, and eventually to think like a Chaldean.

38. The process was designed to brainwash them to forget their Jewish culture, and God, and assimilate into the Chaldean culture and lifestyle.

39. Therefore, as was oriental custom, the king assigned them their portion and support from his own provision, which had the further purpose of giving them a taste of the good life.

40. This was also designed to separate these boys from their doctrinal heritage by violating the dietary code of the Mosaic Law.

41. This demonstrates the value he placed on these teenagers; they were not ordinary hostages in a foreign land, but were given the best food and wine that Babylon had to offer.

42. Once they had sampled the best of the world, this would convince them that the path to success and prosperity was serving in the court of Babylon.

43. Those that were successful would ultimately occupy a position of great power and authority, and would enjoy the best the world at that time had to offer.

1:6 Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  {w.c. + Qal impf. hyh—pref. b + 3mp suff.—pref. m + m.p.n.const. !B—prop.n. hd'Why>--prop.n. laYEnID God is my judge--hy"n>n:x] God has favored--laev'ym Who is what God is?--hy"r>z:[] Jehovah has helped}
1:7 Then the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; and to Daniel he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach, and to Azariah Abed-nego.  {w “then”—d.a. + m.s.n rf;--~yf this phrase used 5X, only in Daniel—w.c. + Qal impf. ~yf to set, place, appoint—m.p.n. ~ve—pref. l + 3m.p.suff.—pref  l + prop.n. laYEnId'—w.c. + Qal impf. ~yf—prop. n. rC;av;j.l.Be Lord of the straightened’s treasure—w—pref. l + prop.n. hy"n>n:x]—prop. n %r;d>v; The great or royal scribe—w—pref. l + prop. n. laev'ymi--%v;yme from a root meaning low or humiliated, probably derived from the name of a Babylonian god—w—pref. l + prop.n  hy"r>z:[]—prop.n. Agn>ƒdbe[] servant of Nebo}

Exposition vs. 6-7

1. We do not know how many youths Ashpenaz recruited for the Royal Academy, but we do know that four were specifically chosen from the tribe of Judah.

2. Judah was the fourth son of Jacob and Leah and was the head of one of the twelve tribes in Israel, eventually being used as a name for the Southern Kingdom.

3. The lion is the symbol for the tribe of Judah and was associated with the man in the prophecy of Jacob in Genesis 49:9.

4. The name means praised and Jacob saw this as a portent of the praise that will ultimately come on the tribe through which messiah would ultimately come.

5. Many noble men have come from the genetic stock of Judah including Caleb, David, Solomon, and Jesus Christ.

6. It is from this line that four teenagers are singled out by the Word of God: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.

7. The name Daniel means God is my judge, reflecting the doctrine of righteousness and justice that are the cornerstones of His essence.

8. God has manifested His ability to judge throughout history in temporal ways, but will ultimately function as the final judge of all men.

9. Hananiah’s name means Jehovah has been gracious, emphasizing the grace provisions of the plan of God.

10. Mishael’s name means who is what God is, emphasizing the unique nature of God’s essence and His superiority to all things.

11. Azariah’s name means Jehovah has helped, emphasizing the temporal and spiritual provisions God provides.

12. All four names are quite significant and are obviously associated with the true God of Heaven, focusing on some aspect of His nature or works.

13. Ashpenaz immediately assigned new heathen names to these boys as part of their orientation (brainwashing) in the new society in which they found themselves.

14. Their names were a constant reminder of God and the doctrine they had received in their native land.

15. All references to the God of the Jews had to be eliminated and so their names were replaced with names that were compounds of the Babylonian idols.

16. This was designed to demonstrate his authority over these young men and to facilitate their naturalization as good Chaldeans.

17. Daniel’s name was changed to Belteshazzar, which means keeper of the treasure of Bel.
18. Bel was the chief god in the Babylonian pantheon and was also known as Marduk.

19. Hananiah had his named changed to Shadrach, which translates into illumined by the sun god.
20. Mishael had his name changed to Meshach, retaining the first syllable of his Hebrew name but now meaning who is what Ishtar is.
21. Azariah’s name was altered to Abed-nego, a compound that means the slave of Nebo.
22. Thus, the names of the four youths were changed to honor the four leading gods of the Babylonians: Bel, the chief god, the sun god, the love goddess, and the fire god.

23. While the Babylonians could not force these boys to worship their gods, they could instill their names in them and also by force of hearing them constantly, could seek to identify them with they gods of Babylon.

24. From the original names these boys had, it seems apparent that their parents must have taken doctrine seriously, something that would be reflected by these young men in a hostile environment.

25. While the name changes were intended to obscure the truth and honor the heathen gods of Babylon, this brainwashing technique failed to have the desired impact on these four young men.

1:8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king's choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself.  {w.c. + Qal impf. ~yf—prop.n. laYEnID'—prep. l[;--m.s.n + 3ms suff. ble placed on his heart, made up his mind—rel.pron. rv,a] that, introduces indir.disc.—neg. al{--Hithpael impf. 3ms la;G"  only used 11X outside Qal, and has the nuance of staining, polluting or ritually defiling something, reflexive here—pref b + m.s.n.const. gb;t.P; choice food for a king—d.a. + m.s.n %l,m,--conj w + pref. b + m.s.n.const. !yIy:--m.p.n. + 3 ms suff. hT,v.mi a drinking bout or party, a feast or banquet—w.c. + Piel impf. 3ms vqB to seek, to ask—pref. m + m.s.n rf;--d.a. + m.p.n. syris' the commander of the royal officials—rel.pron. rv,a] that—neg. al{--Hithpael impf. 3ms laG}

1:9 Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials,  {w.c. + Qal impf. 3ms !tn—d.a. + m.p.n. ~yhil{a/--s.d.o + prop.n. laYEnID'—pref. l + m.s.n ds,x, mercy, grace, kindness, lovingkindness—waw + pref. l + m.p.n. ~ymix]r; compassion—pref. l + f.p.n.const. hn<P'—m.s.n.const. rf;--d.a. + m.p.n. syrIS'}
1:10 and the commander of the officials said to Daniel, "I am afraid of my lord the king, who has appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces looking more haggard than the youths who are your own age? Then you would make me forfeit my head to the king."  {w.c. + Qal impf. 3ms rma—m.s.n.const rf;--d.a. + m.p.n. syrIS'—pref. l + prop.n. laEnID'— pronoun 1s ynIa]—Qal act. part. ary—s.d.o + m.s.n + 1 sing. suffix !Ada'—d.a. + m.s.n %l,m,--rel.pron. rv,a] who—Piel pf. 3ms hnm appoint or ordain—s.d.o + m.s.n + 2 mp suff. lk'a]m;--waw + s.d.o + m.p.n + 2mp suffix hT,v.mi drinkings, the drink—pref. l + interrog. hM' for what, why—Qal impf. 3ms har will he see—s.d.o + m.p.n. + 2mp suff ~ynIP'—Qal act. part. m.p. @[;z" 12X, to be depressed or dejected, can mean anger or vexation, the type of thing that shows on the face—prep. !mi—d.a. + m.p.n. dl,y<--rel.pron. rv,a]—pref. k + m.s.n + 2mp suff. lyGI lit. a circle, the time of life, age—w.c. + Piel impf. 2mp suff. bWh 2X, to become guilty, to be under judgment—s.d.o + m.s.n. + 1s suff. varo—pref. l + m.s.n . %l,m,}
Exposition vs. 8-10

1. In spite of the blatant attempts to incorporate these four boys into polite Babylonian society, the leadership of Babylon could not change their inner character.

2. When Daniel was confronted with the fact that he would have to partake of a diet that was forbidden under the Mosaic Law, he quickly made up his mind to abstain.

3. The text makes it quite clear that Daniel was the first to make this decision as he placed this in his heart, a phrase that indicates he resolved or purposed something.

4. After deciding that he was not going to participate in the plan for the Jews, Daniel communicated his resolve to the other Hebrews.

5. While Daniel appears as the ringleader and spokesman for the group of Hebrew hostages, it is apparent that the other three boys shared his convictions.

6. This speaks highly of the upbringing that these boys must have had; their parents must have stressed the importance of the intake and application of Bible doctrine.

7. They were not raised in the permissive type family environment that did not make Bible doctrine the first and foremost issue in life.

8. They are suddenly uprooted from their normal environment and transferred to Babylon and take only the doctrine that they had in their souls.

9. The verb la;g" is used to denote any form of defilement that comes from any breach of the moral or ceremonial law.

10. In the age of Israel, the ritual, ceremonial code was in full force and effect, and all Jews were expected to comply with it.

11. Failure to do so resulted in a believer contracting sin and the guilt that is associated with such activity.

12. Daniel determined that he would not defile himself by coming into contact with unclean meats—or even with clean meats that had been defiled by contact with pagan worship.

13. Therefore, Nebuchadnezzar’s command about their diet posed a spiritual problem for Daniel and his friends.

14. It was not that the food was not desirable since the king of Babylon ate only the best that the nation had to offer.

15. The problem was two-fold:

a. The food that was provided did not meet the requirement of the Mosaic Law and probably included meat from unclean animals.

b. The meat and wine would have been dedicated to the Chaldean gods and consecrated by a religious ritual.

16. It was the custom to throw a small portion of the food and wine on the earth as an offering to the gods, so as to consecrate the entire proceeding to them.

17. For Daniel and the others to engage in eating such food would have been tantamount to sanctioning idolatry by participating in their pagan religious feasts.

18. Even after the ritual dietary code had been abolished in the New Testament, Paul indicates that participation in such activities was essentially the same as joining demon sacrifices.  ICor. 10:20

a.   Paul is not telling believers that meat sacrificed to idols is to be avoided at all costs.  ICor. 10:23,27

b.   Eating meat sacrificed to idols is not a sin in itself; the problem arises when weaker believers or unbelievers are exposed to such actions.

c.   Weak believers that do not have the strength of soul or the necessary doctrine, tend to view the pagan sacrifices as being devoted to the pagan god.

d.   While the strong believer may recognize that the meat is simply meat and that there is no such thing as a pagan god, his weak counterpart does not have such knowledge.  ICor. 8:4-6

e.   In the thinking of the weak believer, any association with the pagan sacrifices is viewed as sinful; he lacks the knowledge and convictions of the strong believer.  ICor. 8:7

f.   Therefore, to eat meat sacrificed to idols has the potential to drag the weak believer down, and he may become bold enough to do the same and thus, violate his own conscience.  ICor. 8:10-11

g.   Further, he not only incurs guilt in their own conscience but, more seriously, may actually be dragged back into paganism, believing it now to be acceptable, and ruining his Ph2.  ICor. 8:11

h.    If the weak believer comes to the conclusion that it is acceptable to worship demons and Christ also, he is being set up for Divine discipline.  ICor. 10:21-22

i.   If some unbeliever invites you to dinner, as an ambassador to Christ you have the freedom to accept and use the opportunity to witness.  ICor. 10:27

j.   However, if the invitation says “You are invited to a dinner in honor of the Lord Serapis in the temple of Serapis, tomorrow at 9 PM.”  you are not free to attend or participate in any way.

k.   The difference is the emphasis; in the first scenario, nothing has any religious connotation, in the second scenario, it is all obviously geared toward idol worship.  ICor. 10:28

l.   The law of love demands that we place the good of others before our own personal satisfaction.

m. Therefore, Paul says that meat from the market has lost its religious significance and is perfectly acceptable; meat that is specifically devoted to the worship of false gods is unacceptable by association.

n.   It would be difficult to find a modern day counterpart to this, but drinking in front of someone that believed it to be wrong approximates it.

19. However, in the case of Daniel and his friends, this would have violated the Mosaic Law, and the conscience of each one.

20. Daniel had his priorities straight and was willing to risk expulsion from the Academy, public disgrace, or possibly death, in order to maintain allegiance to his God.

21. He, like Moses, choosing rather to endure ill treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin.  Heb. 11:25

22. He exemplifies the reality that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.
23. Some may have rationalized eating the food with the following reasoning—“Go ahead and eat it, God has not been faithful to you or you would not be here, and you are really running a risk by refusing since you cannot serve God if you are dead.”
24. The great propensity for many, especially those that always want to blame others for their situation, is to rationalize why you do not have to apply doctrine due to some special set of circumstances.

25. It should be noted that all of the other Hebrew hostages that were taken took the easy way out, compromised the law of God, and ate anyway.

26. Daniel and his friends took the Mosaic Law seriously and recognized that it is more important to remain faithful to God than to compromise and please men.

27. Although Daniel was firm in his conviction, he did not approach his captors with an arrogant attitude, demanding that they cater to his religious beliefs.

28. He recognized that those in authority over him were now there as a part of the plan of God for his life and he gave them an opportunity to handle the situation.

29. He did not invite their wrath by an open rebellion, demanding his way, etc. since that would have likely brought the opposition and wrath of those in charge.

30. He immediately goes to the man in charge and humbly requested that he and his friends be exempted from the king’s table.

31. Daniel, like other positive believers such as Joseph in Egypt, must have demonstrated an attitude of good will and faithful obedience in other matters that impressed his captors.

32. Due to his faithfulness to God, willingness to suffer if necessary, and orientation to his niche, God blessed Daniel with the favor and compassion of the commander of the officials.
33. This principle is found in such places as Gen. 39:21, Ps. 106:46, and Prov. 6:17, demonstrating that God can bless the positive, diligent believer by changing the attitude of those that may be hostile to him.

34. The favor Ashpenaz showed Daniel refers to the fact that he did not reject his request immediately, as one that was stupid, or as one that should be punished, but took Daniel’s religious convictions seriously.

35. Although Ashpenaz was favorably disposed toward Daniel and was even emotionally compassionate, he did not choose to honor his request.

36. He points out to Daniel that it would not be wise for him to entertain such requests for fear that he incur the wrath of Nebuchadnezzar.

37. Ashpenaz was one of the most powerful men in the Chaldean Empire, possessing great authority himself, but functioned out of mental attitude fear for his life.

38. He appears to have recognized that Daniel’s request was legitimate, but chose rather to do what was expedient and in his own best interest.

39. This should certainly prove that just because someone has a position of power, authority, and wealth, it does not produce security or inner peace.

40. In fact, those that have the most in this world often feel that they have the most to lose and seek to maintain their place by compromise and doing what is convenient.

41. Although Daniel was a captive teenager in the largest and most powerful empire of his day, lacking in any authority or power to change his niche, he still determined to do what was right.

42. He tells Daniel that he is afraid that granting his request would result in a physical appearance that would obviously be inferior to the appearance of those that ate the king’s provision.

43. Ashpenaz was fearful that a diet, inferior to the one that had been prescribed by his authority, would result in an inferior overt appearance that belied an unhealthy state.

44. If this came to pass, he was certain that he would be held responsible and would possibly pay with his life.

45. He was not exaggerating when he informed Daniel then you would make me forfeit my head to the king, since an arbitrary eastern leader could, in a fit of anger at being disobeyed, command the officer to be instantly decapitated.

46. No doubt, Ashpenaz was well acquainted with the arrogance of Nebuchadnezzar and had seen his explosive and violent temper.  Dan. 3:13,19, 4:30

47. It is obvious the Nebuchadnezzar was used to running things his own way and would not tolerate flagrant disobedience; he was the king of the vast Babylonian Empire, extremely wealthy, and the most dominant figure of his day.

48. The fear of Ashpenaz is not at all misplaced, but this further exhibits the courage Daniel possessed and the greatness of his application in a hostile environment.

1:11 But Daniel said to the overseer whom the commander of the officials had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah,  {w.c. + Qal impf. 3ms rma—prop.n. laYEnID'—prep. la,--d.a. + m.s.n rc;l.m, a Babylonian title, overseer, guardian—rel.  pron. rv,a]—m.s.n.c. rf;--d.a. + m.p.n syrIS'—Piel pf. 3ms hnm appoint, ordain—prep. l[; + proper names Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah}

Daniel 1:12 "Please test your servants for ten days, and let us be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink.  {part. an" entreaty, please—Piel imper. hsn test, try or examine—s.d.o + m.p.n. + 2ms suff. db,[,--f.s.adj. hr'f'[]—m.p.n. 

~Ay—waw + Qal impf. 3mp !tn and they will give—pref. l + 1pl suff.—prep. !mi—d.a. + m.p.n. [;WrzE lit. seeds, that which is grown from seeds, vegetables—waw + Qal impf. 1p cohortative lka and let us eat (that)—waw + Qal impf. 1p  htv we will drink—waw + m.p.n ~yIm;}

1:13 "Then let our appearance be observed in your presence, and the appearance of the youths who are eating the king's choice food; and deal with your servants according to what you see"  

{waw + Niphal impf. ha'r' let be seen-- m.p.n + 1p suff. ha,r>m; what is seen, the outward appearance—pref. l + c.p.n. + 2ms suff—waw + m.s.n.c. ha,r>m;--d.a. + m.p.n dl,y< young men, youths—d.a. + Qal act. part. m.p. lk;a' the ones eating—s.d.o. + m.s.n.c. gb;t.P;--d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,--waw + pref. K + rel. pron. rv,a]—Qal impf. 2ms ha'r' you will see—Qal imperv. hf'[' to make, manufacture, to do, you deal—prep. ~[I—m.p.n. + 2ms suff. db,[,}
1:14 So he listened to them in this matter and tested them for ten days.  {w.c. + Qal impf. 3ms [m;v'—pref. l + 3mp suff.—pref. l + m.s.n. rb'D'—d.a. + near demons. adj. m.s. hz< --w.c. + Piel impf. 3ms + 3mp suff. hs;n" same as vs. 12, to test, try, assay, prove—m.p.n. ~Ay—f.s.adj. hr'f'[]} 

1:15 And at the end of ten days their appearance seemed better and they were fatter than all the youths who had been eating the king's choice food.  {waw + pref. m + f.s.n. tc'q.—f.s.adj. hr'f'[]—m.p.n. ~Ay—m.p.n. + 3mp suff. ha,r>m;--m.s.adj. bAj lit. was good—waw + m.p.adj.const. ayrIB'—m.s.n. rf'B' lit. fat of flesh—prep. !mi—m.s.n.c. lKo—d.a. + m.p.n. dl,y<--d.a. + Qal act. part. m.p. lk;a'—s.d.o. + m.s.n.c. gb;t.P;--d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,}  

Exposition vs. 11-15

1. Daniel was quite firm in his conviction not to defile himself spiritually with the Chaldean diet that was being imposed on the captives.

2. The warning against compromise with the pagan religions that existed in Canaan included a prohibition against eating the ritual sacrifices to pagan gods. Ex. 34:12-16

3. This warning not to participate in any way in the false religions of the land was designed to keep the Jews separate from their Gentile neighbors, avoiding intermarriage with pagan cultures that would surely cause them to compromise doctrine.  

4. Failure to practice the doctrine of separation concerning religious matters would cause them to marry into pagan families and accept these Canaanites into their families.

5. This is the precise doctrine that was violated by Solomon when he failed to practice separation in his personal life, resulting in idolatry becoming a part of his life.  IKings 11:2ff

6. If you are an authority and allow those in your family to establish social ties with those that are not positive, you are responsible before God for the repercussions of their failure.

7. There can be little doubt that Divine discipline will follow since God is a jealous God and will not tolerate disloyalty to His plan.

8. While Daniel had been turned down by the commander of the officials out of fear, he did not give up, believing that loyalty to God was more important than anything else.

9. His next step was a polite, private appeal to the lower official (Heb. rc;l.m, meltsar), the man that was subject to Ashpenaz, the steward or chief cook.

10. Since he had been denied his request for a permanent change in diet, Daniel then requested a temporary trial period that would not present too much of a risk to the overseer.

11. It appears that either the overseer did not know about the decision of Ashpenaz, or he determined for himself that this was not an inappropriate request; therefore, he decided to go along with the plan.

12. There is also the possibility that he cleared the trial with his superior, which would have been the proper thing to do.

13. In any case Daniel asks that the four boys be exempted from eating the king’s portion and be allowed to eat only things that grew from seeds, such as vegetables, grain, fruit, nuts, etc.

14. This diet was to remain in effect for a period of ten days and then the overseer was to compare the overt appearance of the four Jews to the overt appearance of the other Jews that chose to violate the ceremonial law.

15. Daniel had confidence that God would honor his application and vindicate his faithfulness to the doctrine he knew.

16. He was convinced that these four would look just as good as the Hebrew teenagers that had failed to apply doctrine to their test.

17. He was so confident in this that he tells the overseer that he is free to deal with them based on what he observes, implying that Daniel and his friends would comply with the diet if this was not successful.

18. The overseer determined that this request was legitimate and he determined to give Daniel his chance; and you can bet that he was watching these boys very carefully every day to make certain that he did not come into any danger.

19. Daniel had confronted some very difficult decisions at this early stage in his life and had to make decisions about the following things:

a. Who am I?  This is the struggle to define who you are and what you believe.

b. What attitudes will I have?  This is the struggle to accept responsibility for one’s own life and decisions.  Teenagers want to have the best of all worlds, they want their clothes clean, but do not want to wash them.  They want a car, but not the responsibility of paying for it, insurance, gas, etc.  They want to be treated like adults but live self-centered lives.
c. Whose rules will I live by?  This is the struggle to place the rules of doctrine above the rules of the cosmos, which will always come into conflict.  Children must be impressed from an early age that their final authority is their parents.  Further, they should see an example in the home of orientation to the pastor-teacher, the ultimate earthly spiritual authority.
d. Which lifestyle will characterize my existence?  This is the struggle to remain separate and not to conform your lifestyle to your cosmic counterparts.

20. This was crunch time in Daniel’s life and he was forced to confront these questions in a hostile environment, without any parental support and he could not rely on anyone but himself to make the correct decisions.

21. It is evident that even among the other Jewish captives Daniel and his friends stood out as different and special.

22. This is a lesson to every child that is entering this crucial period of life, making the transition from childhood to adulthood and we see that Daniel does not fail here because of his youth.

23. Anyone, of any age, can take the clear teaching of doctrine, apply it, and make their advance toward spiritual maturity.

24. These four boys take a doctrinal stand that was not understood by their captors and was likely not appreciated by their Hebrew counterparts.

25. Do not think that application of Bible doctrine in the Devil’s world will not meet with some opposition and you must have the iron in your soul to do what you know is correct, even if everyone else misunderstands or pressures you not to do so.

26. At the end of the ten day test period, Daniel and his friends were in much better physical condition than the other Hebrew teenagers that were violating the directive will of God.

27. This demonstrates the principle that God will honor His word when a believer determines to make a correct doctrinal stand.

28. These boys did not try to rationalize away the clear requirements of the Word of God, but rather endured in a difficult situation.

29. God blessed their health, demonstrating that one’s health depends on God and not on your efforts.

30. We would suggest that you eat a reasonable diet (since diet is no longer an issue in the Church age), get sufficient rest, some exercise, and faith-rest your health to God.

31. You must not believe the human viewpoint that your health is dependent strictly on your own efforts.  God can pull the plug on a healthy person just as quickly as one that is unhealthy, something that always seems to shock the cosmos.
32. Further, if you are engaging in unhealthy things, eating an unhealthy diet, etc., it should be evident that a change can result in benefits in the very short term.

33. However, such things as smoking, drinking, etc., are not sins before God and people need to stop meddling in the lives of those that engage in such things by suggesting that they quit; It is none of your business.
1:16 So the overseer continued to withhold their choice food and the wine they were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables.  {w.c. + Qal impf. hy"h' and it came to pass—d.a. + m.s.n rc;l.m, 2X, here and verse 11, Babylonian title, guardian, overseer, steward—Qal act. part. m.s. af'n" lit. lift up, take away— m.s.n + 3mp suff. gb;t.P;--waw + m.s.n.c. !yIy:--m.p.n. + 3mp suff. hT,v.mi wine of their drinking—waw + Qal act. part. m.s. !t;n"—pref. l + 3mp suff.—m.p.n. !A[r'zE} 

1:17 And as for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in every branch of literature and wisdom; Daniel even understood all kinds of visions and dreams.  {waw + d.a. + m.p.n. dl,y—d.a. + c.p.adj. hL,ae the these—adj.m.s. + 3mp suff. h['B'r>a;--m.p.n. ~yhil{a/--Qal pf. 3ms !t;n"—pref. l + 3mp suff.—m.s.n  [D'm; same as vs. 4 knowledge, perception, skilled thinking—waw + Hiphil inf. abs. lk;f' to be prudent or circumspect, in Hiphil to have insight or comprehension into something, functions as object of “He have”—pref. b + m.s.n.c. lKo—m.s.n rp,se book or writing, literature—waw + f.s.n. hm'k.x'—waw + prop. name laYEnID'—Hiphil pf. 3ms !yBi in Qal, to discern or perceive, in Hiphil, to comprehend or understand—pref b + m.s.n.c lKo + m.s.n !Azx' a vision, a divine communication in some ecstatic state or trance, differing from a dream—waw + m.p.n. ~Alx]}
Exposition vs. 16-17

1. The steward or overseer was wise enough to recognize that the four Hebrews were doing quite well physically on the vegetable diet.

2. God had vindicated their loyalty to His word and the overseer completely excused them from any further responsibility to eat the Chaldean provision.

3. Therefore, since they were thriving physically there was no objection to them continuing on the simpler diet.

4. The overseer demonstrates his intellectual honesty and willingness to accommodate this legitimate request, something that was due to his own mental skills, Daniel’s diplomatic handling of the matter, and God’s blessing.

5. The four boys passed this test successfully, and God the Holy Spirit separates these young men from their counterparts by the phrase and as for these four youths.
6. Those that did not apply the doctrine are unnoticed by the Word of God, while those that were faithful receive great blessing.

7. Those that did not apply the doctrine are unnoticed by the word of God, while those that were faithful receive great blessing. 

8. Verse seventeen makes it clear that Daniel and his friends were granted special intellectual abilities by the Lord, not because of their diet, but because of His approval of their faith and loyalty to His word.

9. That not only mastered every branch of Akkadian and Sumerian scholarship, but they, or at least Daniel, mastered the interpretation of dreams.  

10. These four young men were going to study the language and literature of the Chaldeans in great depth for three years.

11. God blessed them with knowledge of every branch of the literature and wisdom they studied; they were not just getting the facts, they were able to see what was worthless and what was worthwhile in everything they studied.

12. While Daniel and his friends learned all the Chaldean wisdom, they clearly did not adopt any of the pagan religion that was involved with it.

13. It is clear that they continued to remain steadfast in their faith, refusing to accept the idolatry that governed the Babylonians.     

14. This ability was very similar to that which Joseph possessed in the court of pharaoh.  Gen. 40:8

15. This demonstrates the principle that those who are loyal to the plan of God and apply Bible doctrine will receive everything they need to function in the niche that He assigned for them.

16. The Jews had been told not to rebel against their Babylonian captors, and Daniel demonstrates faith in that word of God.  Jeremiah 27:7-8 

17. Daniel and his friends enjoy phase two blessing in the midst of a national disaster for Israel.  

18. While all four were blessed in the understanding of Chaldean wisdom, only Daniel was blessed with the understanding of visions and dreams.

19. Dreams and visions are revelations given by God; the difference being that dreams only occur while asleep while visions occur in a waking state.

20. It should be recognized that dreams and visions are very subjective experiences, professed by believers and unbelievers alike. 

21. People must be very careful when claiming divine inspiration for their dreams, recognizing that there are many charlatans in the world and people are easily misled.  

22. Both dreams and visions contain symbolic imagery that must be interpreted carefully, interpreted according to what we have seen revealed in the word of God.

23. Dreams and visions include both audio and visual reception; that is, the prophet both sees and hears the information that is being revealed.  

24. Thus, God exalted a Jew above the Chaldean sages in the very science on which they most prided themselves.

25. Daniel, like Moses before him, writes about himself under inspiration and not due to human arrogance.
1:18 Then at the end of the days which the king had specified for presenting them, the commander of the officials presented them before Nebuchadnezzar.  {waw + pref. l + prep. !mi + f.s.n.c tc'q. only time this construction is used in Bible—d.a. + m.p.n. ~Ay—rel.pron. rv,a]—d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,--Qal pf. 3ms rm;a' had said, had specified—pref. l + Hiphil inf.const. 3mp awB lit. to cause them to come, “for presenting them”—m.s.n.c. rf;--d.a. + m.p.n. syrIS'—w.c. + Hiphil impf. 3ms + 3mp suff. awB—to the faces of  Nebuchadnezzar.}
1:19 And the king talked with them, and out of them all not one was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king's personal service.  {d.a. + m.s.n %l,m—w.c. + Piel impf. 3ms rBeDI —prep. tae + 3mp suff.—pref. m + m.s.n  lK + 3mp suff.—neg. aol + Niphal pf. 3ms ac'm'—pref. k + Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah—w.c. + Qal impf. 3mp dm;[' and they stood to the faces of the king}     

1:20 And as for every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king consulted them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians, even the conjurers who were in all his realm.  {waw + m.s.n lKo—m.s.n.c. rb'D' word, matter, thing—f.s.n.c. hm'k.x' wisdom of—f.s.n hn"yBi understanding—rel. pron. rv,a]—d.a. + m.s.n %l,m,--Piel pf. 3ms vq;B' to seek, to inquire, to ask—pref. m + 3mp suff—w.c. + Qal impf. 3ms + 3mp suff. ac'm'—lit. 10 hands—prep l[; over or above—m.s.n.c. lKo—d.a. + m.p.n. ~jor>x; 10X, only used of the magicians of Egypt and Babylon, lit. an engraver, a writer, came to mean one that pursued occult knowledge—d.a. + m.p.n. @V'a; 2X, here and 2:2, a necromancer, a conjurer, an enchanter—rel. pron. rv,a]—pref. b + m.s.n.c. kol—f.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. tWkl.m; same as vs. 1, reign, power, dominion, kingdom}    

1:21 And Daniel continued until the first year of Cyrus the king.  {Daniel—w.c. + Qal impf. hy"h'—prep. d[; as far as, until—year one—pref. l + Cyrus—d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,}   

Exposition vs. 18-21

1. Daniel records nothing of the three-year period during which the boys were educated in all the wisdom of the Chaldeans.

2. Nebuchadnezzar had commanded the education and training of these Jewish boys that had been brought to Babylon; training that included the language, science, culture, mathematics, and pagan religion the Babylonians. 

3. Nebuchadnezzar was quite intelligent himself, well educated, and he possessed a good military record as well.

4. He demonstrates that he understood the value of having trained and intelligent people in his immediate periphery.  Proverbs 11:14, 15:22, 24:6 

5. The commander of the officials, Ashpenaz, would have been quite proud to present his students before Nebuchadnezzar himself, who was obviously in charge of the oral examination.  

6. We do not know how many Jewish captives there were, some have suggested a number between 50 and 70.

7. During the examination, Nebuchadnezzar finds that these four boys were more intelligent and discriminating that all the others who had been educated along with them.

8. It was not because of their diet, but due to their positive volition that God blessed them with knowledge and insight and all their areas of study. 

9. These four teenagers supplied the positive volition and diligence, demonstrating loyalty to God in a hostile environment; God simply blessed them with everything they needed for their niche.

10. While all of the hostages had been given equal training and opportunity, not one of them was up to the standard of excellence set by Daniel and his three friends.  

11. Principal: God will honor those who put his word first.

12. In the short term, these boys were honored for their positive volition; in the long term, they will be honored with blessing and promotion.  

13. Following the intense examination, which had been conducted by Nebuchadnezzar himself; Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were given positions in Nebuchadnezzar’s government. 

14. That is the meaning of the statement they entered the king’s personal service. 

15. Although these four young men from Jerusalem were immersed in the study of Babylonian culture, literature and religion, they remained faithful to God; this demonstrates the principle in the world, but not of it.
16. The translation and verse 20, wisdom and understanding, should actually be rendered wisdom of understanding.
17. The essential idea of Hebrew wisdom represents a manner of thinking and an attitude concerning life’s experiences; including prudence in secular affairs, skills in the arts, and moral sensitivity.

18. Mesopotamian wisdom, originating in Sumer or Shinar, emphasized human experiences, character, and counsel regarding practical advice.

19. The second term understanding has the background idea of discernment, indicating the ability to distinguish between one thing and another that leads to understanding.

20. The ability to discern, distinguish, or separate is necessary for one to know how to use the knowledge they possess.  

21. This extensive examination by Nebuchadnezzar covered every matter that he thought was important.  

22. The Hebrew of verse 20 actually says he found them ten hands better than the most respected and educated men in the entire kingdom. 

23. In verse 20, we find two classes of Chaldean learned men, magicians and conjurers, while there are four categories listed in Daniel 2:2. 

24. The first term magicians is attested in both the Hebrew and Aramaic, being used five times in the Aramaic language and ten times in Hebrew.

25. While the word is unusual, it seems to be derived from a word and that means stylus or pen. 

26. It was used to the magicians in the court of pharaoh, and appears to mean those that were learned in the sacred writings and in literature.

27. It has been suggested that the magician was probably a diviner, one who use some sort of chart (possibly imposed on a chart of the stars) in order to answer questions which were asked of him.

28. There can be little doubt that there is a large body of occult knowledge today, having been accumulated over time by those involved in the mystical arts.

29. The Chaldean calendar is uniformly viewed as the astronomical source of all occult astrology, explaining the different ways that different cultures view the ages and signs of the zodiac.

30. The Hebrew term is translated by the Greek term evpaoido,j (epaoidos) in the Septuagint, a term that means one who sings over, hence one that is an enchanter or caster of spells. 

31. Webster defines an enchanter as one who uses charms and sorcery to get control of a person, employing something that deludes or spellbinds. 

32. Thus, these men appeared to be people that focused their attention on the manipulation of others by use of occult means.  

33. The second term, conjurers, is also attested in their Hebrew and Aramaic, being used six times in the Aramaic and twice in the Hebrew.

34. This term is translated in the Septuagint by the Greek word maguj (magus), from which we get our word magi.

35. The ancient magi were a hereditary priesthood of the Medes, credited with profound and extraordinary religious knowledge. 

36. After some of the magi, who had been attached to the Median court, proved to be expert in the interpretation of dreams, Darius the great established them over the state religion of Persia. 

37. They had a dual capacity, whereby their civil and political advice was invested with religious authority, and the magi became the supreme priestly caste of the Persian Empire.

38. They continued to play a prominent role during the subsequent Seleucid and Parthian empires, and their progeny were among those men that showed up at the birth of Christ.  Matthew 2:1

39. Their religious system seems to have been based on philosophical concepts that they shared with some segments of the Hellenistic world: namely, the primacy of the elements--fire, water, earth, and air.

40. Their religious system eventually came to be that of the Zoroastrian system although it is not certain that the magi ever negated their original philosophies or greatly altered their rituals.

41. These Zoroastrian beliefs include:

a. A single God who is supreme.

b. This one God communicates to humans by a number of attributes called immortals, which are sometimes described as concepts that are sometimes personified.

c. The all-powerful God is the only deity worthy of being worship and an evil spirit of violence and death opposes him.

d. The resulting cosmic conflict involves the entire universe including humanity, which is required to choose whether to follow good or evil.

e. All evil will be completely destroyed at the end of time, dualism will come to an end, and goodness will be all in all. 

f. The universe will go through three stages; creation, the present stage were good and evil are mixed (they suggest that our good works are gradually transforming the world toward its heavenly ideal), and a final stage after the renovation when good and evil will be separated. 

g. Eventually, everything will be purified and the occupants of Hell will be released. 

h. A Saoshyant (savior) will be born of a virgin, but the progeny of Zoroaster will raise the dead and judge everyone in a final judgment. 

42. It should be apparent that this religion is simply a bastardized form of the truth, just as all earthly religions are, this religion at a great deal in common with the religion of the Jews.   

43. This group of people is probably more along the line of master astrologers and astronomers, being attributed with considerable prophetic insights and authority.  

44. While it is likely that there is some occult connotation, Daniel is elevated to the status of the chief of the magicians in Daniel 4:9, 5:11 and certainly we would not accuse Daniel of being involved in the occult.   

45. Daniel’s unusual career included being a principal administrator in two world empires—the Babylonian and the Persian Empire.

46. When Darius the Mede appointed Daniel, a Jew, over the previously hereditary Median priesthood, the repercussions led to the plot that ultimately placed Daniel in the lion’s den.  Daniel 6:4   

47. The chronological note of verse 21 indicates that Daniel had a rather lengthy career, beginning with his capture and relocation in 605 BC and continuing until the beginning of the reign of Cyrus in 539 BC.

48. In Daniel’s statement and verse 21 does not say he did not continue past the first year of Cyrus, which in fact he did. Daniel 10:1  

49. The point being made here is that Daniel’s ministry spanned the entire Babylonian Empire from Nebuchadnezzar until the time of the destruction under Nabonidus. 

50. During this period of over 70 years, the entire period of the captivity, God kept Daniel in a position of authority under the greatest rulers of his time.    

51. Daniel enjoyed prosperity and prestige in spite of the destruction of the southern kingdom, demonstrating that God can bless positive volition under any circumstance.  
Daniel 1
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